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Planning & Zoning Commission  
Change of Zone Staff Report 
Meeting – October 2, 2025 

4:00 PM  
 

Applicant:  Smith Agro Co 
 
Existing Zoning: A-1 Agricultural District 
 
Location: 24328 210th Street, Rockford, Iowa 
 
Request: Rezone approximately 2.18 acres from the A-1 Agricultural District to the 

A-2 Agricultural Residence District 
 
STAFF REVIEW:  
Smith Agro Co is requesting to rezone 2.18-acres which includes the dwelling and a machine shed 
on the west side of the driveway.  The parcel is located in the SE¼ of the SW¼ of Section 1, Owen 
Township.  The applicant will retain the farm shop and grain bins located on the east side of the 
driveway as well as the surrounding farmland. This 2.18-acres with the dwelling and machine 
shed will be sold.  The dwelling site is less than 10 acres in size, so a rezoning from the A-1 
Agricultural District to the A-2 Agricultural Residence District is being requested. 
 
Splitting this parcel will create a third split in the quarter-quarter section which would trigger the 
subdivision process.  A Declaration of Use Covenant dedicating the remaining farmland that 
Smith Agro Co owns for agricultural purposes is necessary to avoid the subdivision trigger.  The 
applicant’s attorney is preparing the Declaration of Use Covenant. 
 
The applicant currently accesses his farmland thru the building site.  The applicant stated that 
there will be an easement in place for continued use of this driveway.  The applicant is also able 
to access the farmland from the driveway that sits along his east lot line from 210th Street.  There 
is also a driveway on the west side of the property at 24184 210th Street that runs into the 
farmland owned by the applicant located in the SW¼ of the SW¼ of Section 1. 
 
The rezoning request is in general compliance with the comprehensive plan.  This is an existing 
building site, and no land will be taken out of production. There are no access issues. The 
Declaration of Use Covenant dedicating the remaining farmland for agricultural purposes must 
be received by our office before the request will be heard by the Board of Supervisors. 
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RECOMMENDATION:  
 
We recommend the request be forwarded to the Board of Supervisors for approval contingent 
on the Declaration of Use Covenant being prepared and recorded with the County Recorder prior 
to the hearing with the Board of Supervisors. 
 
EXHIBITS:  

• Exhibit 1: Figures 1-4 photos 
• Exhibit 2: Change of Zone Application dated August 29, 2025 
• Exhibit 3:  Plat of Survey 
• Exhibit 4: Parcel Highlight 
• Exhibit 5: Aerial of east and west driveway accesses into farm fields 

 
 

Figure 1  
Looking at entrance into property from 210th Street 
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Figure 2  

Dwelling & shed on west side of driveway to be sold in this 2.18-acre parcel 

 
 

Figure 3 
Bins & farm shop on east side of driveway to be retained by the applicant 
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Figure 4  
Driveway access to bins, farm shop & farm ground along east lot line from 210th St 
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