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Planning & Zoning Commission  
Change of Zone Staff Report 
Meeting – November 6, 2025 

4:00 PM  
 
 

Applicant:  Nicholas & Jordan Bruggeman 
 
Existing Zoning: A-1 Agricultural District 
 
Location: 23363 160th St, Rockwell, IA, Iowa 
 
Request: Rezone 5.55 acres from the A-1 Agricultural District to the A-2 Agricultural 

Residence District 
 
STAFF REVIEW:  
This 5.55-acre parcel is located in the NW¼ of Section 2, Dougherty Township. The property was 
split off in August of 1990 without a rezoning and has been an illegal lot since as a result.  The 
Bruggeman’s purchased the property in 2016.  The applicants were mailed a letter on January 2, 
2019 to make them aware of the illegal status of the lot, but the letter was sent to the wrong 
mailing address and the Bruggeman’s never received the letter.  They are now requesting a 
rezoning from the A-1 Agricultural District to the A-2 Agricultural Residence District to correct 
this illegal status. 
 
The parcel contains a dwelling, four farm buildings south of the house, a grain bin along the east 
lot line, and a building constructed in 2024 without a permit.  Two of the farm buildings are inches 
apart where the Zoning Ordinance requires a minimum separation distance of 10’; however, 
these are farm structures that were considered farm exempt under state law at the time of 
construction and are legally non-conforming.  The building constructed in 2024 by the house is 
less than 10’ from the dwelling.  The applicants will be applying for a zoning permit for this 
building.   
 
The rezoning request is in general compliance with the comprehensive plan.  This is an existing 
building site, and no land will be taken out of production. There are no access issues. The rezoning 
will correct the illegal status of the property. 
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RECOMMENDATION:  
 
We recommend the request be forwarded to the Board of Supervisors for approval. 
 
EXHIBITS:  

• Exhibit 1: Figures 1-5 photos 
• Exhibit 2: Change of Zone Application dated September 10, 2025 
• Exhibit 3:  Plat of Survey 
• Exhibit 4: Parcel Highlight 

 
 

Figure 1  
Looking at entrance into property from 160th St 
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Figure 2  
Distance between farm buildings 

 
Figure 3 

Distance between dwelling and building constructed in 2024 
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Figure 4  
Farm buildings on the property 

 
Figure 5  

Dwelling and new building 
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